[Concentration of neuraminic acid in the serum of tumor patients (author's transl)].
The neuraminic acid level in the serum of 588 patients was determined. The patients suffered from bronchial carcinomas other malignant diseases (mastocarcinoma, carcinoma of the cervix and the body of the uterus, Hodgkin's lymphoma, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma), and benign pulmonary diseases (tuberculosis of the lungs and chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases). The average level of 162 patients with bronchial carcinomas is 3,449 mumol/ml of serum; thus it is significantly higher than the average level of 98 sound control persons (2,336 mumol/ml) and 88 patients with benign pulmonary diseases (2,733) mumol/ml). The other patients with malignant diseases also presented an increased concentration of neuraminic acid in the serum, however, this increase was not as significant as for the patients with bronchial carcinomas. The possible role of neuraminic acid as biological "marker" is discussed.